BS5 - “Honor Your Father and Mother: Passing the Baton ” Exodus 20:12

Timeless Truth: God’s Law for all Time

Total Devotion ’08 – ‘09


“ Judaism was the first world religion to combine worship (responsibilities toward God) with ethics (responsibilities toward humankind). The gods on Mt. Olympus were neither ethical in their own behavior nor did they make ethical demands of their worshipers. That cheap faith still has its fans. Neo-pagans have all the comfort and excitement of their religion with none of the inconvenience of a God who gets in their way when they want to do something."  http://www.christians.org/command/com05.html 
     
God makes it very clear to us that our love for Him is seen in our love for others - starting at home, by honoring our parents.  As we do this Bible Study, may we all ask ourselves the hard questions, and be willing to do what it takes to give our parents the proper place in our lives.  God knows that honoring our parents will be so difficult, feeling almost impossible at times.  Let’s get ready to roll up our sleeves and humble our hearts to do what it takes to obey this very first command directed on a horizontal level.  If you know what is right and don’t do it, it is sin.  (James 4:17)
1. Look up the following verses that use the word “kabad” and see how they give you insight to how it is used in Exodus 20:12.  (All the words quoted are written in NASB translation).

a. Genesis 18:20 – “exceedingly grave”

b. Exodus 5:9 – “be heavier”

c. Isaiah 29:13 – “honor”

d. Isaiah 43:20 – “glorify”

e. Isaiah 66:5 – “be glorified”

f. Malachi 1:6 – “honors” is “kabad”, “My honor” is “kabowd” strictly meaning glory, honor and glorious
2. Instead of trying to “outgrow” our parents, God wants us to really see our lifelong relationship with our parents as a great honor and privilege and something that we never “outgrow.”
a. Why would God use this word, “kabad,” and not another word that is more specific, like “listen to” or “revere” or “respect”? 
b.  How does the word “be heavy” help to encompass all the stages of life?  How is it applied in all the stages of life?  
3. To honor your parents and make them important in your life is fine, as long as you don’t have opposing wishes or priorities that conflict with that of your parents.  
a. What are some of the things that are important to your parents?  List them below.  
b. Are there any that violate what God says in His Word?  If so, how can you reconcile honoring your parents with obeying God’s commands?  If your parents’ priorities are not in conflict with God’s Word, then why is it so hard to “get on the same page” as them?
4. During the message, we discussed some of the thoughts that might go through our heads when our parents nag or “put the pressure on”.  “Why are my parents so annoying?”  “Why don’t they just leave me alone?”  “I wish my parents would be more understanding on how hard it is for me to ____________”  “Why do I have to be born in this family?”  Do you have other thoughts that cross your mind?  Just like a slow leak in a ball, these thoughts might help you to release some of the “pressure,” but they will also make your life less potent and powerful.  Are you questioning God’s Sovereignty in your life?  If so, in what areas?
      In an article that Newhouse News Service recently sent to subscribing newspapers, entitled “Note to California…Drop Self-Esteem,” they made the following points:  “It has been fashionable to blame problems on low self-esteem figuring that people who don’t like themselves don’t have enough incentive to stay out of trouble.  But that’s wrong… says a psychologist and professor and author who has spent years studying the choices people make… the issue is much simpler….he says…it’s a matter of self-control.”  In other words, people don’t know how to control themselves.
5. On Friday, Sandra mentioned that one of the most important things that you learn by allowing someone else’s wishes to take priority over your own is that you learn to grow out of your self-centeredness and selfishness.  A person cannot be successful in anything without learning self-discipline and self-control.  How important is it to God for you to develop these particular “muscles”?  Look up the following verses and note of the demands of the Christian’s calling.  It’s so antithetical to our natural desires.
a. Matthew 16:24 

b. John 15:13

c. Galatians 5:22,23

d. I John 3:16

e. II Peter 1:6

6. We get mad at our parents when they are constantly telling us to do things.  We want to be free to do what we want and feel is right.  Is a person ever “free” from answering to someone else?  Give a situation where you are free to do whatever you want without consequences.  As John Rosemond said in his book, A Family of Value, “Remember, screaming is a natural reaction to being bitten by reality.  After all, reality has very sharp teeth.”  It is unrealistic to accept the benefits and blessings of your parents and not their standards and rules.  Read the following proverbs.  What are the rewards of listening to your parents?  What does God call a son or daughter who does not listen to his/her parents?  How can you be more consistent in how you receive the blessings and rules of your parents?
a. Proverbs 1:8,9
b. Proverbs 2:1-5
c. Proverbs 3:1-2, 11-12

d. Proverbs 10:1

e. Proverbs 13:1

f. Proverbs 15:20

You don’t obey your parents necessarily because they are right, but you obey them because it IS right.
7. In the context of the commandment, the longevity of the nation of Israel was dependent on the parents passing on the legacy of faith to their children.  For this connection to take place, the children needed to “give weight” to their parents by giving them their UNDIVIDED attention.  It is very hard to teach something to someone who does not give you their full attention.  The parents also needed to spend the necessary TIME it takes to pass on this information.  Read Deuteronomy 6 and Judges 2:6-10.  
a. Do you think that the importance of the legacy of faith being passed on and the priority of family are inextricably linked and proportionate to each other?  
b. Without the grounding of the Word, do you think filial piety (like we see in the older Chinese culture) can be abusive?  If so, in what way?
8. Sandra also discussed the idea that your success in Family 101, seen in obedience, will directly affect your success in Marriage 201, and later on in Parenting 301.  
a. What do you think is essential for a harmonious and happy marriage?  
b. What do you think are some essential ingredients necessary in raising children?  How do you think your experience in Family 101 will help you with those ingredients?  (On a side note, you might be wise to see how a potential boyfriend/girlfriend treats his/her mother or father before you get too involved with them!)
9. What if your parents are not Christians, or are Christians, but are not basing their teachings around the Word?  Well, God has made provisions for that in your spiritual family.  Read Matthew 12:46-50.  Your spiritual family is not to replace your physical family, but they can help you to do God’s will in your physical family.  Who do you consider to be your spiritual family – parents, brothers, sisters?
10. In Luke 2:41-52, we see an account of Jesus when he was a young boy.  In verse 51, God tells us that “He continued in subjection to them; and His mother treasured all these things in her heart.”  Jesus did not start his earthly ministry until he was 30 years old.  Jesus was already perfect.  Why did Jesus need to subject himself to His parents?  Do you find that odd?
11. In conclusion, you don’t know where you might be in the future.  You don’t know if the Lord will place you in the position of a teacher, doctor, social worker, or even a parent.  You do know where you are placed right now.  You are placed in a household with parents (or, a parent) and possibly siblings.  Are you giving the necessary weight to your present responsibility?  Read Matthew 25:14-30.  How does this parable apply to your present situation?
Coram Deo
No family is perfect.  We are all sinners.  Parents are sinners, and so are the children.  God is in the business of redemption.  In the book of Judges, the Israelites sinned against God, they did evil in the sight of the Lord and served the Baals, BUT the Lord raised up judges who delivered them from the hands of those who plundered them (Judges 2:16)

Who knows if you are put in your family for such a time like this?  The Lord can make you into a bridge to link your parents to Him, but it must be done His way, by honoring or giving the proper weight to them.  
If your family is not being guided by God’s Word, it is my prayer that you will be the one to BREAK THE CYCLE OF SIN AND START WALKING IN HIS LIGHT AND WAY.  
Dear Lord, we pray for our families.  We pray for our parents.  Help us to fulfill our role as honoring children to them.  We pray for their spiritual life.  If they are not Christians, we pray that someday that they will entrust their lives to you.  If they are Christians, we pray that they will continue to fight the good fight.  In Your Son’s precious name we pray, Amen.

